

William & Edith Oldham Charitable Trust
Guidance to Grant Applicants

This guidance is intended to help grant applicants submit a successful bid for funding from the William & Edith Oldham Charitable Trust (WEOCT). There is no set format for making applications, but a single A4 page with bullet points, with subsequent appendices is preferred.
Please note:
1. WEOCT can only accept applications that meet the Public Benefit test as defined in Charity Commission Document: Public benefit: the public benefit requirement (PB1).  
2. WEOCT trustees favour joint funding to meet shortfalls, or seed-corn funding to get a project started. WEOCT does not generally fund maintenance or running costs.  
In the first instance, please make all applications by email to our clerk at: clerk@weoct.co.uk. Applications for grants of more than £10,000 will only be considered for approval at one of our quarterly meetings (normally held in March, June, September and December).
All applications should include the following:
· Location of the project.
· A brief overview of the applicant and the purpose of the project, stating who or what will benefit from the project.
· The details of the project and how its impact, community engagement or public benefit will be measured.
· Which of the WEOCT Objectives the project will meet, and the reasons why the project meets this objective. Please see page 2 for the Objectives of WEOCT.
· An estimate of the total cost of the project, including estimates from any third parties to be engaged in delivering the project.
· The amount of grant aid being sought from WEOCT. 
· The amount of project funding you will provide from your own financial resources. 
· Details of other sources of funding that you have sought for all or part of the project. 
· The proposed start date of the project and its completion date. 
· A statement of how an acknowledgement of the Trust's support will be prominently and permanently displayed as part of the project.
· An assessment of how any financial or health and safety risks associated with the project will be managed.
· A statement on whether the project will involve contact with vulnerable adults or people under the age of 18. If so, please include an assessment to outline how you will manage safeguarding risks and disclosures. Read more about this in: protecting vulnerable groups.

WEOCT Objectives 
 (1) The promotion of education in the Maidstone area generally and in particular the provision of financial assistance towards the maintenance and development of the following schools and the creation of scholarships or bursaries or prizes and financial assistance generally to be awarded to individual students attending the said schools:- 
(a) Maidstone Grammar School for Girls, Buckland Road, Maidstone 
(b) Maidstone Grammar School, Barton Road, Maidstone 
(c) The Astor of Hever School, Oakwood Park, Maidstone (Now St. Augustine’s Academy).
(d) Westborough Junior School, Tonbridge Road, Maidstone. 
(2) The provision of financial assistance towards the maintenance and development of Wadham College, Oxford and the creation of scholarships or bursaries or prizes and financial assistance generally to be awarded to individual students attending the said Wadham College, Oxford. 
(3) The community and individual inhabitants of the Parishes of Barming and Teston and particularly for the public benefit of:- 
(a) The poorer inhabitants of the said Parishes 
(b) Any residents within the said Parishes aspiring to a university education or training for employment 
(c) The provision of new and maintenance of existing community and religious facilities in the said Parishes including libraries, schools, village halls, sports and leisure facilities and medical centres. 
(d) The founding and support of local organisations which exist for Charitable purposes. 
(4) The promotion and development of the study of the archaeology and history of the Historic County of Kent and of places and people within the Historic County of Kent. 
(5) The acquisition, conservation, research and study for the public benefit of furniture, pictures, books, muniments, armour, porcelain, objets d’art and other chattels or items of local or national historic, artistic, scientific interest associated with or displayed in the Maidstone Museum and Art Gallery and such other museums in the Historic County of Kent. 
(6) The preservation, protection and improvement for the public benefit of historic buildings, churches, and graveyards in the Historic County of Kent and in particular the Parish Church and graveyard of St. Margarets, Barming. 
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